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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

For  the  year  1959 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Chester  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1959. 

The  National  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  increase  in  the 
Birth  Rate  and  a small  decrease  in  the  Death  and  Infant  Mortality 
Rates.  The  latter,  22.0  per  1,000  live  births,  is  again  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  this  country. 

The  local  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  increase  in  the  Birth 
and  Infant  Mortality  Rates,  and  a decrease  in  the  Death  Rate. 

Measles  (155  cases)  was  the  most  prevalent  Infectious  Disease 
notified,  followed  by  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  with 
17  cases  each. 

From  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  problem  of  finding  suitable  sites  for  the  Disposal  of 
Refuse  has  caused  the  Council  and  its  officials  much  concern. 
This  is  a problem  which  confronts  many  local  authorities  at  the 
present  time ; and  it  may  be  that  methods  other  than  tipping 
wiU  be  devised  in  the  future  to  deal  with  the  increasing  burden 
of  the  disposal  of  Refuse. 

As  an  appendix  as  usual,  there  is  my  Annual  Report  as  Divi- 
sional Medical  Officer  on  the  Personal  Health  Services  operating 
on  behalf  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  in  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Division,  of  which  the  Rural  District  of  Chester  forms 
part. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W^  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NATIONAL  STATISTICS 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1959  was  16.5  per 
1,000  population,  compared  with  16.4  for  1958. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1959  was  11.6  per 
1,000  population.  The  rate  for  1958  was  11.7. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e.  Deaths 
of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  was  22.0,  the 
rate  for  1958  was  22.5 ; and  it  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
this  country. 


CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
SECTION  A 

Area:  43,811  acres. 

Population  Mid  1959  27,840 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959)  according  to 

Rate  Books 7,695 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1959  (by  Private  Enterprise 

157j  by  Local  Authority  41)  Total  198 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1959  £496,566 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1959  £2,025 

The  Chief  Industry  of  the  District  is  Dairy  Farming. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1959 

Births 

Live  Births  male  female  total 

Legitimate  219  194  413 

Illegitimate  6 6 12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  civilian  population  — 15.26. 

Using  Comparability  factor  of  1.20  the  adjusted  Birth  Rate 
is  18.3. 

Still  Births  male  female  total 

Legitimate  6 2 8 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births  — 20.7. 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  434 

Deaths 

MALE  FEM/VLE  TOTAL 

164  202  366 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  — 13.15.  By  use  of  a Com- 
parability factor  of  .75  the  adjusted  Death  Rate  is  9.86. 

Deaths  (due  to  maternal  causes): 

Pregnancy — Childbirth  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year: 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 


Legitimate  6 2 8 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.,  per  1,000  live  births  — 18.8. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age:  (Neo-natal  deaths) 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  6 2 8 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  — 18.8. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age : 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 


Legitimate  6 1 7 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births)  — 16.5. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  briths  — 36.86. 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total  live  births  — 
2.8  per  cent. 


The  natural  increase  in  population  (that  is  excess  of  births 
over  deaths)  is  shown  in  the  following  tables : — 


NAT.  INC. 

NAT.  INC. 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

1948 

19,710 

6.2 

1954  

26,790 

-0.5 

1949 

20,330 

3.7 

1955  

26,810 

-1.35 

1950 

23,610 

5.16 

1956  

27,680 

-1.15 

1951 

25,590 

4.14 

1957  

27,740 

-1,26 

1952 

25,580 

2.8 

1958  

27,380 

-0.04 

1953 

26,250 

0.45 

1959  

27,840 

4-2.11 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that 

is  excess 

of  births 

over 

deaths)  (1948-1959)  (England  and  Wales): 

— 

PER 

PER 

1,000 

1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

1948 



7.1 

1954  



3.9 

1949 

♦ ...  •••<  «.«• 

5.0 

1955  



3.3 

1950 

,,,,  

4.2 

1956  



4.0 

1951 

•••.  *.•  .. 

3.0 

1957  

4.6 

1952 



4.0 

1958  

4.7 

1953 



4.1 

1959  



4.9 
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Table  of  number  of  Live  Births  and  Birth  Rates  (1948-1959): 


BIRTH 

BIRTH 

YEAR 

NUMBER  RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1948  

329  16.7 

1954  

343 

12.80 

1949  

303  14.9 

1955  

365 

13.61 

1950  

322  13.6 

1956  

429 

15.5 

1951  

315  12.31 

1957  

357 

12.8 

1952  

293  11.45 

1958  

416 

15.19 

1953  

348  13.25 

1959  

425 

15.26 

Table 

of  number  of  Deaths 

and  Crude  Death  Rates 

(1948-1959): 

— 

DEATH 

DEATH 

YEAR 

NUMBER  RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1948  

205  10.4 

1954  

356 

13.3 

1949  

227  11.2 

1955  

401 

14.96 

1950  

200  8.5 

1956  

461 

16.65 

1951  

209  8.17 

1957  

390 

14.06 

1952  

222  8.68 

1958  

420 

15.23 

1953  .... 

337  12.8 

1959  

366 

13.15 

Table  of  Infant  Mortality  (1948-1959):  — 

RATE 

R.ATE 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

NUMBER  BIRTHS 

YE.AR 

NUMBER 

BIRTHS 

1948  

....  10  30.4 

1954  

4 

11.7 

1949  

....  1 3.3 

1955  

5 

13.7 

1950  

....  6 18.6 

1956  

5 

11.65 

1951  

....  11  34.9 

1957  

8 

22.4 

1952  

....  8 27.3 

1958  

7 

16.8 

1953  

....  10  28.7 

1959  

8 

18.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 


Nil 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 


Nil 


Particulars  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year: 


MALE 

FE- 

MALE 

TOTAL 

IN 

1958 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circula- 
tory System  

47 

87 

134 

149 

(ii)  Cancer  

28 

28 

56 

73 

(iii)  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

23 

37 

60 

64 

(iv)  Cancer  of  Lungs  (included  in  (ii) 
above)  

10 

2 

12 

12 

(v)  Coronary  Disease  of  Heart  (included 
in  (i)  above)  

27 

22 

49 

54 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1959 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  — — 

Other  Infective  of  Parasitic  Diseases  — 4 

Cancer  (all  sites)  28  28 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  23  37 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  47  87 

Bronchitis  7 6 

Pneumonia  18  7 

Influenza  2 4 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  3 — 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  1 1 

Enteritis  or  Diarrhoea  — — 

Nephritis  1 2 

Syphilitic  Disease  1 — 

Diabetes  2 1 

Pregnancy  and  Childbirth  — — 

Congenital  Malformations  1 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  5 — 

Suicide  I 1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  4 1 

All  other  Accidents  1 4 

All  other  causes  18  16 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Officers  in  Chester  Rural  District 

SECTION  B 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

W.  J.  Birchall,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Office: — 16,  White  Friars,  Chester.  Tel.:  Chester  20071. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent  and 
Meat  Inspector 

H.  E.  Stone,  m.a.p.h.l,  r.s.l,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Cam- 
bridge University  Certificates. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

J.  G.  Wilkes,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liverpool  University  Certificate 
for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
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Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

E.  Clarkson,  m.a.p.h.i.,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  R.S.I.  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liver- 
pool University  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and 
Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liverpool  University  Certificate 
for  Smoke  Abatement  and  Fuel  Economy. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors 
A.  White,  until  31st  July,  1959. 

M.  Coppack  and  P.  R.  Atkin,  from  1st  October,  1959. 

Clerk/Typists 

Miss  V.  Bushell. 

Miss  S.  Latham. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Regional  Laboratory  Service  under  Ministry  of  Health  is 
available  at  Birkenhead  for  free  examination  of  Bacteriological 
Specimens. 

The  Services  of  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary,  are  utilised  for  Chemical  Examinations. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Ambulances,  assisted 
by  the  Chester  City  Ambulances  acting  as  an  Agency  Service. 
Accident  and  Sick  cases  are  also  removed  to  hospitals  in  Chester, 
Clatterbridge  and  Liverpool  by  the  County  and  City  Ambulances. 
There  are  no  special  Ambulances  for  Infectious  cases,  with  the 
exception  of  Smallpox. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Home  Nursing  in  the  Rural  District  is  undertaken  by  District 
Nurses  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Cheshire  County  Coun- 
cil, which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  including  Clinics  solely  for 
diagnosis  or  consultation.  The  County  Council  Clinics  are  avail- 
able for  residents  in  this  area  at:  — 

Christleton : Infant  Welfare. 

Upton : Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Saughall:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Barrow : Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Huntington : Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Chester:  Orthopaedic  and  Tuberculosis. 
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(e)  Hospitals 

The  General  Hospitals  at  Chester,  Clatterbridge  and  Liver- 
f>ool  are  available  for  residents  in  the  district  as  well  as  Special 
Treatment  Centres  in  Chester  and  Liverpool.  There  is  in  addi- 
tion a special  Hospital  at  Barrow  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority  to 
apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County  Council 
Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Much  time  and 
patience  is  devoted  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  by  a variety  of  health 
workers,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  compulsory  removal  of 
aged  persons  from  their  homes  to  hostels  and  hospitals.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  a number  of  aged  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  were  visited  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  apply 
for  compulsory  removal  in  1959. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1959 


The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Chester  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  the  time  for  accounting  for  the  year’s  work  has 
arrived  and  I am  reminded  of  an  American  edited  Topical  film, 
pre-war,  which  usually  ended  with  the  spoken  phrase  “ Time  ! 
Marches  on.”  The  regularity  with  which  these  reports  come 
around  is  a reminder  of  the  truth  of  these  words. 

The  year  for  me  has  been  a complimentary  one.  In  May  you 
appointed  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Council  a Lady 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.  I consider  it  a com- 
pliment to  the  department  that  it  should  have  been  chosen  for 
the  appointment,  and  for  all  of  us  in  the  department  it  has  been 
a most  pleasurable  experience. 

There  was  not  a great  deal  of  legislation  introduced  during 
the  year  which  affected  the  Public  Health  Department,  those  Acts 
which  had  a bearing  on  the  department  were  the  House  Purchase 
and  Housing  Act,  1959  ; Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act,  1959 ; 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1959  and  the  New  Towns  Act, 
1959,  the  two  latter  to  a limited  degree  only. 

Your  Housing  programme  continues  to  develop  though  not  so 
rapidly  as  you  would  wish  ; but  popular  demand  is  .being  largely 
met  by  the  development  of  sites  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Rodent  Control  service  which  you  operate  suffered  a 
severe  blow  in  the  sudden  decease  of  the  senior  operator.  Mr.  A. 
Allman,  to  whom  you  paid  fitting  tribute  to  his  widow.  The  loss 
of  his  services  is,  and  will  for  some  time  be,  felt  by  the  depart- 
ment and  me  in  particular. 

The  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  service  is  running  up 
against  snags,  the  principal  one  being  the  inability  to  find  a suit- 
able disposal  point ; several  sites  have  been  viewed  but  none  has 
proved  adequate  with  the  exception  of  one  which  has  raised 
tremendous  opposition,  and  has  suddenly  developed  a sense  of 
beauty  after  lying  fallow  and  unproductive  for  a considerable 
number  of  years,  with  the  result  that  I may  have  to  look  outside 
your  area  for  somewhere  suitable. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Inspectors  for  their  continued  loval  ser- 
vice : to  your  Treasurer,  Architect  and  Building  Surveyor  for  the 
splendid  co-operation  which  exists  between  the  various  depart- 
ments, and  last  but  not  least  to  your  Foreman  and  Charge-hand 
for  their  loyalty  both  to  the  Council  and  mvself. 
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In  concluding  this  introduction  to  the  report  I wish  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  Lady  Chairman,  and  all  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  ready  help  and  a continued  happy 
association. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EWART  STONE,  m.a.p.h.i., 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

There  is  nothing  fresh  that  I can  say  about  the  water  supplied 
to  the  Parishes  in  your  area.  For  years  now  the  story  has  been 
the  same  and  so  it  remains  ; there  is  just  the  one  inhabited  Parish 
of  Croughton  that  is  without  a mains  supply  and  where  the  in- 
habitants are  dependent  upon  wells.  During  1959  we  enjoyed 
what,  for  this  country^  is  considered  a dry  summer,  and  through- 
out none  of  the  wells  failed  and  supplies  were  satisfactory. 

Samples  have  been  taken  according  to  custom  from  points 
off  the  mains  of  the  various  undertakings  supplying  the  parishes  in 
your  district,  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  ana- 
lysis, the  reports  proving  quite  satisfactory. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  details  of  the  number  of 
houses  in  the  various  parishes  and  the  estimated  population  sup- 


plied  from  the  mains 

of  the 

various  undertakings : — 

NO.  OF 

EST.  POP. 

PARISH 

DWELLINGS 

SUPPLIED 

Aldford  

93 

352 

Bache  

28 

98 

Backford  

51 

179 

Barrow  

286 

1072 

Bridge  Tr afford  

11 

39 

Buerton  

...» 

17 

54 

Capenhurst  

106 

397 

Caughall  

3 

11 

Chester  Castle  

.**.  •••• 

1 

3 

Chorlton-by-Backford 

30 

113 

Christleton  

652 

2445 

Churton  Heath  



5 

17 

Claverton  

— 

— 

Croughton  



10 

— 

Dodleston  

127 

476 

Dunham-on-the-Hill 



186 

697 
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NO.  OF  EST.  POP. 

PARISH  DWELLINGS  SUPPLIED 

Eaton  22  83 

Eccleston  90  337 

Elton  149  558 

Great  Boughton  1224  4590 

Guilden  Sutton  225  843 

Hapsford  35  131 

Hoole  Village  99  371 

Huntington  425  2794 

Lea-by-Backford  61  229 

Lea  Newbold  6 22 

Ledsham  41  153 

Littleton  179  671 

Little  Stanney  82  307 

Lower  Kinnerton  38  144 

Marlston-cum-Lache  29  113 

Mickle  Trafford  126  472 

Mollington  154  577 

Moston  82  857 

Picton  23  87 

Poulton  32  120 

Puddington  108  405 

Pulford  92  344 

Rowton  107  381 

Saighton  84  315 

Saughall  648  2430 

Shotwick  19  71 

Shotwick  Park  21  . 79 

Stoak  41  154 

Thornton-le-Moors  41  154 

Upton-by-Chester  1689  6334 

Wervin  29  106 

Wimbolds  Trafford  31  116 

Woodbank  24  90 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

It  is  most  discouraging  again  to  have  to  report  ‘ No  progress  ’ 
in  so  far  as  your  programme  is  concerned.  In  this  day  and  age 
one  has  every  right  to  expect  ‘ progress  ’ wdth  regard  to  such  an 
essential  health  service,  but  the  picture  perhaps  is  not  quite  so 
gloomy  as  the  foregoing  would  lead  one  to  believe. 

The  relief  sewer  along  Weal  Stone  Lane,  Upton-by-Chester, 
has  been  completed  and  is  apparently  proving  its  worth;  some 
attempt  is  being  made  to  carry  out  the  agreed  scheme  for  sewer- 
ing Moor  Lane/Whitchurch  Road  at  Rowton,  and  the  possibility 
of  sewering  Guilden  Sutton  is  also  being  explored. 
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With  regard  to  this  latter  project,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  a joint  scheme  to  accommodate  the 
Station  Road  area  of  Mickle  Trafford  which  is  now  being  de- 
veloped, the  drainage  disposal  being  by  means  of  ‘ Septic  Tanks 
and  Filters  ’ with  the  overflows  to  soak-aways. 

I would  also  like  to  see  the  gaps  in  the  Saughall  ‘ A ’ scheme 
filled  in  and  the  Long  Lane  sewer  extended  to  accommodate  the 
Coalpit  Lane  area  on  the  Parkgate  Road  ; this  would  indeed  meet 
a long  felt  want. 

A fact  that  has  not  been  appreciated  is  the  total  length  of 
public  sewers  in  your  area  ; at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
44  miles,  409  yards  of  sewers ; this  does  not  include  the  private 
developments  now  in  progress. 

Drain  and  Sewer  Tests 

188  sewer  and  drain  tests  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year,  comprised  of  160  tests  of  drains  connected  to  sewers,  and 
28  tests  of  drains  connected  to  septic  tanks. 

Cesspool  Emptier 

This  vehicle  continues  to  be  usefully,  if  not  gainfully,  em- 
ployed within  your  district.  It  has  now  been  in  service  for  10 
years,  and  were  it  not  for  the  regular  attention  given  to  it  by 
your  Charge  Hand  and  the  Driver,  the  question  of  its  replace- 
ment would  have  had  to  be  considered  before  now. 

Difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  maintain- 
ing a regular  team  because  of  the  unpleasantness  of  the  job : 
constantly  working  with  an  unpleasant  odour  is  not  conducive 
to  contentment. 

Its  services  have  been  requested  on  157  occasions,  and  in 
addition  regular  attention  has  been  given  to  your  own  plants. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

That  these  watercourses  are  maintained  in  a free  flowing 
state  is  the  responsibility  of  the  various  Rivers  Boards. 

The  cleansing  and  deepening  of  the  Kinnerton  Gutter  was 
completed  during  the  year,  and  the  maintenance  of  this  water- 
course will  now  devolve  on  the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Board. 

Public  Cleansing  Service 

The  whole  of  your  district  continues  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  this  service  regularly  each  week  despite  frequent  changes  in 
personnel.  We  started  the  year  with  a complement  of  7,495 
premises  which  increased  to  7,662  and  throughout  the  year  cost 
£24324. 

The  service  covered  an  estimated  48,000  miles  and  used  3,478 
gallons  petrol  and  2,087  gallons  diesel  oil  to  collect  and  dispose  of 
9,550  tons  of  refuse  in  4,120  loads. 
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From  these  figures  the  following  costs  are  arrived  at:  — 


Per  ton  

„ load  

„ mile  

„ gallon  

,,  house  

„ house  


£ s.  d. 

2 10  11J4 
5 18  1 

10  1/s 

4 7 5 

3 3 6 per  annum 

1 per  week 


Collection  is  carried  out  by  a fleet  of  2 Dual  Tipping  rear 
loading  type  vehicles  of  16/18  cu.  yards  capacity,  and  one  side 
loading  10  cu.  yards  vehicle,  all  with  diesel  engines,  and  two  side 
loading  7 cu.  yards  petrol  driven  vehicles. 

During  the  year  none  of  the  older  type  vehicles  was  disposed 
of  because  it  was  considered  the  offers  made  were  so  unrealistic. 
I thought  it  better  to  retain  the  oldest  vehicle  if  only  for  ‘spares’ 
value.  There  will,  however,  be  two  old  vehicles  for  disposal  next 
year  when  the  new  Dual  tipping  type  vehicle  which  you  have 
authorised  to  be  purchased  is  delivered,  probably  in  June,  1960. 


Disposal  is  by  means  of  Controlled  Tipping  at  the  old  clay 
pit  at  Hoole  Village  where  the  loads  are  dealt  with  by  the  Ford- 
son  Muledozer.  This  pit  has  been  in  use  since  May,  1954,  and 
I estimate  it  will  last  till  about  December,  1960.  At  the  time  of 
its  acquisition  it  was  estimated  to  have  a life  of  7 years,  but 
during  this  period  loads  and  quantities  have  increased,  and  the 
salvaging  of  materials  has  helped  to  prolong  its  life.' 


Personnel  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  comprised  the  General 
Foreman,  the  Charge  Hand,  5 Drivers  and  2 Relief  Drivers  to- 
gether with  19  Collectors  and  2 Relief  Collectors,  also  2 Tip 
Controllers  and  1 Paper  Baler. 

As  is  to  be  expected  there  were  a number  of  changes  during 
the  year,  but  there  are  now  6 members  of  your  outdoor  staff  who 
have  been  in  your  constant  employ  for  10  years  or  more. 

Despite  the  numerous  changes  which  have  taken  place  the 
service  has  been  well  maintained,  and  Bank  Holidays  have  not 
interfered  with  the  regular  collections.  Once  again  your  Foreman 
and  Charge  Hand  are  to  be  complimented  for  the  maintenance 
of  what  I consider  to  be  a well  regulated  service. 

Salvage  has  continued  both  as  regards  Waste  Papers  and 
Cardboard,  and  other  salvageable  materials  in  the  form  of  textiles 
and  metals  which  have  been  disposed  of  through  dealers  at  the 
best  prices  obtainable  ; and  your  continued  payment  of  a quarterly 
bonus  to  the  outdoor  staff  is  appreciated  by  all. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  quantities  disposed  of 


during  1959:  — 

CLASSIFICATION 

T. 

CWTS. 

QRS. 

LBS. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  and 

Cardboard  

119 

11 

2 

597 

17 

3 

Textiles  

18 

12 

3 

9 

306 

3 

2 

Ferrous  Metals  

27 

19 

2 

— 

168 

1 

6 

Non-ferrous  Metals  .... 

6 

13 

1 

2 

561 

13 

11 

Domestic  Tins  

63 

13 

1 

— 

94 

11 

6 

Miscellaneous  

3 

— 

— 

1 

25 

18 

10 

Totals  .... 

239 

10 

I 

12 

£1,754 

6 

2 

Shops 

The  number  of  shops  and  licensed  premises  in  your  district 
is  the  same  as  last  year^  namely  99  shops  and  30  licensed  premises. 
These  are  inspected  at  irregular  intervals  and  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  satisfactory. 

The  difficulty  experienced  by  licensed  premises  during  the 
summer  season  (where  snacks  are  supplied)  of  coping  with  the 
rushes  at  peak  periods,  is  still  evident,  and  sanitary  conveniences 
are  often  overloaded  and  misused. 

Clean  Air 

Excessive  emissions  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  a fact 
one  would  expect  in  a Rural  Area,  though  informal  action  has 
been  taken  on  three  occasions. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  not  any  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  your  area. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

There  are  on  your  register  53  such  places. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  Council  lost  a very  good  servant  on  the 
death  in  his  67th  year  of  the  senior  Rodent  Operative.  Mr.  A. 
Allman,  a countryman  who  understood  the  ways  of  such  vermin 
and  never  failed  to  deal  with  them  satisfactorily.  A true  member 
of  the  ‘ old  School  ’ whose  main  consideration  was  to  give  satis- 
faction to  his  employers,  and  in  who  was  implanted  a deep  sense 
of  loyalty.  He  will  be  very  hard  to  replace.  His  understudy  has 
learnt  the  ‘ trade  ’ well  and  truly : we  are  fortunate  in  this  respect. 

The  following  summary  of  the  year’s  work  does  not  reflect 
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the  amount  of  time  and  patience  put  into  the  service  by  your 


Operatives : — 

Number  of  visits  made  4,547 

Number  of  premises  visited  4,202 

Number  of  premises  re-visited  24 

Number  of  Local  Authority  properties  321 

Number  of  Contracts  entered  into  32 

Total  yield  of  Contracts  £295  8s. 


SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

Following  your  agreed  policy  for  satisfying  the  housing 
demand  compatible  with  the  economic  circumstances,  during  1959 
you  built  41  houses,  31  of  which  are  situate  in  the  Parish  of 
Upton-by-Chester,  and  10  in  the  Parish  of  Saughall ; so  that  you 


have  now  provided  1,176  dwellings  comprised  of:  — 

4 Bedroom  Houses  48 

3 Bedroom  Houses  1,044 

2 Bedroom  Houses  6 

3 Bedroom  Flats  4 

2 Bedroom  Flats  22 

1 Bedroom  Flats  12 

— Aged  Persons  Bungalows  40 


1,176 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  position  of  your  various 
schemes  at  31st  December,  1959:  — 


TOTAL  NO. 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES  IN 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

OF  HOUSES 

ERECTED  AND 

COURSE  OF 

PROPOSED 

TO  BE 

OCCUPIED 

CONSTRUCTION 

TO  BE 

ERECTED 

at31. 12.59 

AT  31.12.59 

ERECTED 

Backford  

23 

23 



Barrow  

48 

48 

— 

— 

Capenhurst  

22 

22 

— 

— 

Christleton  

122 

122 

— 

— 

Dodleston  

35 

35 

— 



Dunham  Hill 

56 

56 



— 

Elton  

24 

24 

— 

— 

Gt.  Boughton 

148 

66 

30 

52 

Guilden  Sutton 

46 

34 

— 

12 

Hapsford  

6 

6 

— 

— 

Huntington  

58 

58 

— 

— 

Lea-by-Backford 

....  8 

8 

— 

— 

Lea  Newbold  ... 

....  2 

2 



— 

Littleton  

24 

24 

— 



Little  Stanney  .. 

. ....  6 

6 

— 

— 

14 


Lower  Kinnerton 

....  10 

10 

— 

_ 

Mickle  Trafford  ... 

....  42 

42 



Mollington  

....  10 

10 

— 

— 

Pulford  

....  24 

8 

— 

16 

Saughall  

....  262 

244 

— 

18 

Shotwick  

....  2 

2 

— 

— 

Stoak  

...  29 

25 

— 

4 

Thornton  

....  22 

22 

— 



Upton-by-Chester 

....  355 

261 

— 

94 

Wimbolds  Trafford 

....  14 

14 

— 

— 

Woodbank  

....  4 

4 

— 

— 

1402 

1176 

30 

196 

In  submitting  these  figures  I gratefully  acknowledge  the 
assistance  rendered  to  the  department  by  your  Architect,  Mr.  T. 
C.  R.  Eaton,  and  his  staff. 

Continuing  your  Clearance  programme,  14  houses  were  ap- 
proved for  action  under  Sections  16  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957,  whilst  15  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  9 ; 6 by 
authorised  statutory  notices,  and  9 by  preliminary  notices ; a 
further  10  houses  were  also  included  to  comprise  a Clearance 
Area  under  Section  42. 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  659 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1504 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
under  sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 


Regulations,  1925  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  36 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  120 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  120 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  16  and  42  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  39 

Rent  Act,  1957  (Disrepair)  2 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 


to  be  remedied  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners  7 

Rent  Act,  1957 


Only  two  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  re- 
ceived, both  of  which  were  approved. 

Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants 

During  1959  you  approved  22  applications  for  Discretionary 
Grants  covering  29  houses,  in  which  you  approved  grants  totalling 
£6,898 ; these  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  whilst 
under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  you  appro^^ed 
6 applications  for  Standard  Grants  to  a total  value  of  £503. 

Building  By-Laws 

Plans  were  approved  in  respect  of  377  houses,  the  drainage 
systems  of  which  were  to  be  dealt  with  in  18  cases  by  Septic-tanks: 
and  359  were  to  be  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

I am  grateful  to  your  Building  Surveyor,  Mr.  C.  Bridge,  and 
his  staff  for  the  details  of  grants  made  and  houses  approved. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1959:  — 

Registered  Dairies  10 

Distributors  18 

Dealers’  Licences  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  21 

Dealers’  Licences  (Tub.  Tested)  15 

Dealers’  Licences  Supplementary 

(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  7 

Dealers’  Supplementary  (Tub.  Tested)  4 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 
Ice  Cream 

There  are  not  any  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  your  area, 
but  there  are  60  registered  premises  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold, 
and  which  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety. 

Prepared  Foods 

There  has  been  only  one  addition  to  the  register  of  persons 
and  premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  prepared  foods  in- 
tended for  sale,  making  a total  of  14,  all  of  which  are  visited  at 
irregular  intervals. 

The  Broiler  system  of  feeding  and  preparing  poultry  has 
increased,  and  it  is  possible  will  continue  to  do  so,  but  there  is 
no  legislation  by  which  this  industry  can  be  legally  supervised. 


Meat  Inspection 

Under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  all  premises  where 
animals  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  are  required  to 
be  licensed,  and  to  conform  to  the  Slaughterhouses  Hygiene  Regu- 
lations by  a certain  date  to  be  determined  by  the  Minister,  on 
receipt  and  consideration  of  a report  which  has  to  be  submitted 
by  November  2nd,  1960,  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  5 licensed 
Private  Slaughterhouses  in  your  area,  but  one  has  relinquished 
the  licence ; the  remaining  have  been  notified  of  the  alterations, 
additions  and  repairs  which  will  be  required  to  be  carried  out. 

Of  these,  three  have  intimated  their  intention  to  make  their 
premises  comply  with  the  Regulations,  and  the  fourth  has  decided 
not  to  carry  out  the  necessary  requirements  because  of  its  situa- 
tion in  close  proximity  to  a built  up  area  and  the  loss  of  most 
of  the  land,  but  is  anxious  to  retain  the  right  to  slaughter  occa- 
sionally at  the  existing  premises  up  to  the  appointed  day  or  31st 
July,  1963. 


The  following  is  the  summary  of  Meat  Inspection  carried  out 
during  1959:  — 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

BEASTS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

Number  slaughtered  

1,031 

27 

7,353 

2,478 

10,889 

Number  inspected  

1,031 

27 

7,353 

2,478 

10,889 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  3 

5 

6 

4 

18 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .... 

620 

__ 

1,360 

494 

2,474 

17 


TOTAL 


MEAT  INSPECTION  BEASTS 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   60.4% 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ....  73 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  7.17% 

Meat — Total  weight  condemned: 


SHEEP 
AND 

CALVES  LAMBS  PIGS 

18.5%  18.3%  20% 

— — 79  152 

- - 3.1% 

5 tons,  12  cwts.,  2 qtrs.,  17  lbs. 


Other  Foods  condemned  were  42  lbs.  tinned  Gammon  Ham, 
6 tins  Luncheon  Meat,  1 tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat,  and  a small 
quantity  of  sundry  tinned  vegetables. 

Your  Deputy  and  Additional  Inspectors  are  grateful  to  you 
for  sanctioning  that  they  be  paid  overtime,  occasioned  by  the 
irregular  hours  of  slaughter. 


Food  Sampling 

List  of  Samples  for  analysis  obtained  in  the  Chester  Rural  District 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959:  — 


NAME  OF  SAMPLE 

NUMBER 

OBTAINED 

NUMBER  ADULTERATED 

OR  NOT  UP  TO  THE 

RECOGNISED  STANDARD 

OF  QUALITY 

Baking  Powder  

2 

— 

Beef  (Potted)  

1 

— 

Beef  Suet  (Shredded)  

1 

— 

Cheese  (Cheshire)  

1 

— 

Chicken  (Paste)  

1 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and 

Malt  Extract  

1 

Coffee  and  Chickory  Essence 

1 

— 

Cream  

2 

— 

Flour  (Self  Raising)  

1 

— 

Gelatine  (Edible)  

1 

— 

Gin  

1 

— 

Ice  Lollies  

1 

— 

Jam  (Blackcurrant)  

1 

— 

18 


Jelly  (Table)  1 

Margarine  1 

Mayonnaise  1 

Milk  28 

Milk  (Channel  Islands)  7 

— 35 

Mustard  2 

Orange  Drink  1 

Orange  Squash  1 

Rum  1 

Saccharin  Tablets  1 

Salad  Cream  1 

Salmon  Spread  1 

Salt  (Table)  1 

Sweets  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  1 

Whiskv  1 

j 
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4 


4 


Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard:  — 


NO. 

SAxVIPLE 

RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS 

REMARKS 

1355 

Milk 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  deficient 
in  S.N.F.  to  extent  of  2.3% 

No  action 

1358 

Milk 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  deficient 
in  S.N.F.  to  extent  of  2.3% 

No  action 

1359 

Milk 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  deficient 
in  S.N.F.  to  extent  of  2.3% 

No  action 

1423 

Milk 

2.3%  deficient  in  N.F.S.  Sub-stand- 
ard but  genuine. 

No  action 

Public  Health  Matters 

During  the  course  of  a year  the  department  receives  numerous 
complaints  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  amenities,  and  where 
possible  every  endeavour  is  made  to  bring  about  the  desired  im- 
provement. It  is  usually  found  that  more  can  be  achieved  by  an 
amicable  approach  rather  than  recourse  to  statutory  action.  In 
many  instances  much  can  be  accomplished  by  direct  contact 
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between  owners  and  your  staff,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
in  the  undermentioned  instances  such  action  has  been  taken. 


Defective  drains  

61 

Ditches  and  watercourses  

27 

Private  tips  

4 

Filthy  premises  

3 

Offensive  accumulations  

10 

Closet  conversions  

9 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  in  dealing 
with  the  pollution  of  ditches  and  watercourses,  particularly  in 
the  Ledsham  area.  With  the  higher  standards  now  required  at 
farms  the  amount  of  effluent  appears  to  be  increasing,  and  where 
discharges  are  made  into  open  ditches,  even  after  settlement  tank 
treatment,  the  matter  is  one  which  has  required  continued 
attention. 

Resulting  from  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis,  inquiries  and  investigations  w'ere  made 
in  respect  of  the  following:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  17 

Food  Poisoning  5 

Para-typhoid  2 

Erysipelas  2 

26 


Arising  out  of  a suspected  case  of  Undulant  Fever  being 
notified  in  respect  of  a person  living  on  a farm  in  your  area,  an 
investigation  was  carried  out.  This  revealed  that  all  the  milk 
from  this  farm  was  sent  away  for  pasteurisation  wdth  the  excep- 
tion of  a small  amount  consumed  by  the  person  in  question,  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  the  raw  milk. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  the  herd  was  inspected  and  37  individual  samples  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination, 
resulting  in  23  being  clear  and  14  showing  positive  brucella 
abortus  on  the  ring  test ; further  samples  were  taken  from  these 
14  animals  and  submitted  for  examination,  resulting  in  5 proving 
negative  and  9 positive  to  culture  and  1 1 positive  on  the  biological 
test.  As  a result  of  this,  arrangements  were  made  for  all  the 
animals  in  the  herd  to  be  inoculated  against  brucella  abortus. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1959 


TOTAL  CASES  CASES  ADxMITTED 
NOTIFIED  TO  HOSPITAL  DEATHS 


Pneumonia  

7 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

3 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

17 

— 

Measles  

155 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

17 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

2 

— 

— 

Para-typhoid  

2 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

— 

204  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1959 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Non  Non 

Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 


M 

0-1  1 
1-5  — 

5-15 
15-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65  — 

65  & upward  — 
Age  unknown  — 


M F 


M&F 

1 


M F M F M&F 


1 — — 2 3 

1 — — — 1 

7 3 — 2 12 

— 1 — — 1 

4 2 — — 6 


— 1 


— 1 


14 


24 


2 — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

15 

65 

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (I)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

63 

71 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

74 

41 

Totals  .... 

152 

177 

— — 

Cases  in  which  defects  were 

Particulars 

found 

Found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 

Beferred  tions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Bemedied  Inspec-  Inspec-  Insti- 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.I) 

15 

15 

tor  tor  tuted 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- - 

. 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— — — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— — _ 

(a)  insufficient  

— 

— 



(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— — — 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— — — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  

— 

— 

— — — 

Total  .... 

15 

15 

_ _ _ 

22 


PART  VIII  of  the  Act  — OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


NATURE  OF  WORK 

Wearing  apparel  (Making,  etc.) 
Washing  


NUMBER  OF  OUT- 
WORKERS IN  AUG. 
LIST  REQUIRED  BY 
SECTION  110  (1)  (c) 

Cleaning  and 
Nil 
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CHESHIRE  COUMTY  COUNCIL 

South-West  Cheshire  Divisional  Health 

Committee 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

1959 

Dr.  WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL  MB.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

(Divisional  Medical  Officer) 


16,  White  Friars 
Chester 

Telephone  : Chester  20071  (2  lines) 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF 
SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1959 


The  Division  includes  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and  Tarvin.  The  total  population  at 
1st  April,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  latest  figures  (mid 
1958)  is  80,560,  and  the  area  is  115,548  acres. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  again  occupied  pride  of  place  in  the 
activities  of  the  staff.  Large  numbers  of  young  persons  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  26  registered  for  Vaccination  following  the 
publicity  associated  with  the  untimely  death  of  a prominent  young 
footballer  from  the  disease  in  the  Spring  of  1959. 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  first  time  for  a number  of 
years  showed  both  a decrease  in  mileage  and  a decline  in  the 
number  of  patients  carried ; and  this  applied  also  to  the  Chester 
City  Ambulance  Service  in  their  capacity  as  Agency  Service.  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  year  preparations  were  in  hand  for  the 
change  over  of  the  Ambulances  to  Radio  Control,  and  the  ulti- 
mate change  of  administrative  control  from  the  Divisional  Com- 
mittee to  Central  control  at  the  County  Hall. 

October  saw  the  introduction  of  a Chiropody.  Service  for 
elderly  persons  of  limited  means,  either  free  of  charge  or  on 
reduced  terms.  This  supplied  a long  felt  need  and  was  immedi- 
ately taken  up  with  enthusiasm  by  the  Chiropodists  and  the  old 
people  concerned. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  again  the  chief  infectious 
diseases  notified  and  showed  an  increase  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year. 

There  was  increased  activity  in  the  Domestic  Help  Service, 
which  can  be  considered  to  be  an  expanding  service  of  great  value 
enabling  many  elderly  infirm  persons  to  maintain  themselves  in 
their  own  homes  without  having  recourse  to  institutional  main- 
tenance. 

I would  like  once  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  services  rendered  by  the  various  Voluntary  Helpers  at 
Clinics  and  Welfare  Food  Centres  throughout  the  Division. 

WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Report  for  Year  ended  31st  December’  1959 


N.H.S.  Act,  1946  (Sec.  22) — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


-Mothers’  Clinics : 

NEW 

CASES 

TOTAL 

ATTENDANCES 

Ante-Natal  

369 

2410 

Post-Natal  

132 

240 

Dental : 

Pre-Natal  

4 

7 

Nursing  Mothers  

2 

6 

Dentures  Supplied  

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 

Clinics : 

1 

ANTE-NATAL 

POST-NATAL 

NEW 

TOTAL 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Ellesmere  Port  ....  294 

1821 

96 

193 

Little  Sutton  75 

589 

36 

47 

369 

2410 

132 

240 

-Young  Children’s  Clinics: 

NEW 

CASES 

TOTAL 

ATTENDANCES 

(1)  Infant  Welfare — 

To  1 year  



955 

9895 

1 — 2 years  

— 

1504 

2 — 5 years  

— 

1469 

(2)  Specialist — 

Ophthalmic  



18 

53 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5)  .... 

137 

141 

E.N.T.  (under  5)  



14 

19 

27 


(3)  Day  Nurseries — 


DAILY 

AVERAGE  NO. 

ATTEND-  TOTAL 
ING  ATTENDANCES 


Aged  0 — 2 years  

2 — 5 years  

12 

22 

3010 

5308 

Details  of  figures  (where  they  relate  to 
given  hereunder:  — 

more  than 

one  Clinic) 

Eye  Clinics — 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Hoole  

4 

7 

Ellesmere  Port  

14 

46 

Totals  

Number  of  children  under  five  for 

18 

53 

whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 
Number  of  cases  recommended 

6 

for  hospital  treatment  

5 

Welfare  Centres — 

NEW 

CASES 

TOTAL 

ATTENDANCES 

0-1 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Barrow  

12 

134 

35 

95 

Christleton  

62 

675 

108 

103 

Ellesmere  Port 

322 

3704 

301 

262 

Farndon  

14 

154 

32 

73 

Huntington  

31 

270 

58 

73 

Ince  

21 

126 

27 

35 

Kelsall  

35 

393 

164 

162 

Little  Sutton  

166 

1537 

168 

92 

Malpas  

28 

258 

90 

106 

Overpool  

83 

504 

24 

5 

Saughall  

39 

459 

82 

93 

Tarvin  

16 

263 

127 

137 

Tattenhall  

19 

147 

63 

27 

Upton  

107 

1271 

225 

206 

955 

9895 

1504 

1469 

WELFARE  CENTRES 

The  attendances  at  the  Mothers’  and  Young  Children’s  Clinics 
throughout  the  Division  remained  stable.  The  attendances  at 
Mothers’  Clinics  being  2,663  as  compared  with  2,386  in  1958,  and 
at  Young  Children’s  Clinics  12  868  as  compared  with  12,915  in 
1958. 

The  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  a Film  Strip  Pro- 
jector and  Screen  costing  £40  for  use  at  Clinics  throughout  the 
Division. 
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Ellesmere  Port 

A Cleaners’  Cupboard  costing  £9.  15s.  3d.  and  a 4 Drawer 
Filing  Cabinet  and  accessories  costing  £31.  14s.  Od.  were  purchased 
during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  removal  of  the  Day  Nursery  from  Ellesmere 
Port  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  a temporary  part-time  handyman 
at  this  Welfare  Centre.  Mr.  E.  Davies  was  appointed  and  com- 
menced duty  on  the  7th  December. 

Little  Sutton 

It  was  found  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  hours  per 
month  worked  by  the  Handyman  at  this  Centre  from  12  to  18. 
The  increase  took  effect  from  the  1st  August. 

The  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  a Tall  Pillar  Weigh- 
ing Machine  costing  £27.  18s.  Od.,  and  an  Electric  Sterilizer  cost- 
ing £14. 

Famdon 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  altered  to  the  first  and  third 
Tuesday  afternoons  in  each  month,  commencing  in  May. 

Overpool 

The  Rental  for  the  Hire  of  the  Hall  was  increased  from  10/- 
to  12/-  per  Clinic  as  from  the  1st  March. 


Upton 

The  Committee  recommended  to  the  County  Health  Com- 
mittee that  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of 
County  ow'ned  Clinic  premises  in  this  area  in  view  of  the  rapidly 
increasing  population. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows:  — 


Welfare  Centre, 

York  Road, 
Ellesmere  Port. 

Welfare  Centre, 
York  Road, 
Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre, 

462,  Chester  Road 
Little  Sutton. 

Community  Centre, 
Overpool. 

Village  Hall, 

Ince. 

Village  Hall, 
Barrow. 

Women’s  Institute 
Christleton. 

Memorial  Hall, 
Farndon. 

Village  Hall, 
Huntington. 


Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoon  each  week. 
Doctor  in  attendance  on  Tuesday  only. 

Toddlers — 1st  Friday  afternoon  in  each  month. 

Monday  afternoon  each  week. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoons  each  month. 
4th  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  afternoons  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoons  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoons  each  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoons  each  month. 
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Parish  Hall, 

Kclsall. 

Jubilee  Hall, 

Malpas. 

Vernon  Institute, 

Saughall. 

Radcliffe’s  Hut, 

Tarvin. 

Barbour  Institute, 

Tattenhall. 

Village  Hall, 

Upton. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  as  follows:  — 

Welfare  Centre,  Wednesday  afternoon  and  Friday  morning  each 

York  Road,  week. 

Ellesmere  Port. 

Welfare  Centre,  Monday  morning  each  week. 

462,  Chester  Road, 

Little  Sutton. 

Midwives’  Clinics  and  Preparation  Classes  are  held  at  the 
Welfare  Centre,  462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton,  on  Thursday 
afternoons  each  week. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  as  required. 


1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoons  each  month. 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Monday  afternoons  each  month. 
1st,  3rd  and  5th  Monday  afternoons  each  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoons  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Monday  afternoons  each  month. 
Thursday  afternoon  each  week. 


WELFARE  FOODS 

MINISTRY  AND  PROPRIETARY  BRANDS 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily,  largely  owing  to  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the 
voluntary  persons  and  members  of  the  W.V.S.  who  have  been 
most  helpful.  The  voluntary  worker  at  the  Ashton  distribution 
point  informed  me  in  August  that  she  could  no  longer  carry  out 
the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  and  it  was  thus  necessary  to 
close  this  centre.  EfEorts  are  being  made  by  the  Organiser  of  the 
W.V.S.  and  the  Health  Visitor  to  find  a suitable  person  to  carry 
out  the  work  in  this  area.  The  distribution  point  at  Tushingham 
was  closed  during  the  year  owing  to  lack  of  demand. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  articles  issued 
during  the  year:  — 

Ministry 

NATIONAL  COD 

DRIED  MILK  LIVER  OIL  a/d  TABLETS  ORANGE  JUICE 

17,442  3.681  2,728  25,326 


Proprietary  Brands 

MILK  FOODS  CEREAL  FOODS  OTHER  COMMODITIES 

8,761  771  1.757 

The  above  figures  show  a decrease  of  3,400  tins  of  National 
Dried  Milk  over  the  previous  year,  but  show  an  increase  of  400 
A.D.  Tablets  and  1,500  bottles  of  Orange  Juice.  The  fall  in  the 
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issues  of  National  Dried  Milk  is  thought  to  be  due  to  the  large 
variety  of  Proprietary  brand  Milk  Foods  available  costing  only 
a little  more  than  the  National  Dried  Milk.  The  sale  of  the 
Proprietary  brand  milk  foods  at  Welfare  Clinics  has  noticeably 
increased  during  the  past  two  years. 

Ministry  Welfare  Foods  are  distributed  at  the  following 
centres : — 

Welfare  Clinics 

Ellesmere  Port,  Little  Sutton,  Overpool,  Ince,  Barrow,  Christle- 

ton,  Farndon,  Huntington,  Kelsall,  Malpas,  Saughall,  Tarvin, 

Tattenhall,  Upton. 

Voluntary  Persons 

Churton,  Duddon,  Dodleston^  Elton,  Huxley,  Malpas,  Tilston, 

Waverton. 

Proprietary  brands  of  Welfare  Foods  are  issued  only  at  the 
Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Divisional  area. 

Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port 

Attendances  during  the  year  were  lower  than  the  previous 
year  due  to  the  proposed  move  of  the  Day  Nursery  from  Elles- 
mere Port  to  the  Hooton  Park  Pavilion.  During  the  March 
quarter  an  average  attendance  of  36  per  day  was  maintained 
which  is  normal  for  the  time  of  the  year  when  absences  are 
greater  owing  to  Bronchitis,  colds,  Tonsilitis  and  other  respiratory 
ailments.  In  the  June  quarter  attendances  were  lower  than  the 
same  quarter  of  the  previous  year,  only  averaging  40  per  day, 
this  being  due  to  the  impending  move  of  the  Day  Nursery,  only 
priority  cases  being  accepted  and  the  waiting  list  of  non-priority 
cases  being  closed.  The  fall  in  average  attendances  continued 
during  the  September  and  December  quarters,  only  averaging 
35  per  day  during  the  September  quarter  and  34  during  the 
December  quarter. 

The  health  of  the  children  and  stafE  has  been  quite  good 
throughout  the  year,  absences  being  mainly  due  to  Bronchitis, 
colds  and  other  respiratory  ailments.  One  of  the  children  was 
involved  in  a slight  accident  at  the  Nursery,  the  cause  of  which 
was  not  known.  The  child  injured  her  left  eyebrow  and  eyelid 
and  was  treated  at  the  local  hospital.  One  of  the  Nursery  Assist- 
ants was  also  involved  in  a slight  accident  injuring  the  back  of 
her  head  and  was  absent  from  duty  for  one  week. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Committee  were  in- 
formed that  it  would  be  necessary  to  vacate  the  Ellesmere  Port 
premises  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  Day  Nursery  should  be 
temporarily  transferred  to  the  Hooton  Park  Pavilion,  whilst  a 
new  Day  Nursery  was  being  built  in  Ellesmere  Port.  It  was 
necessary  for  various  adaptations  to  be  carried  out,  and  additional 
equipment  to  be  bought,  and  to  arrange  for  coach  transport  to 
convey  the  children  and  Nursing  Staff  to  and  from  Ellesmere 
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Port.  The  following  is  a list  of  items  authorised  by  the  Com- 


mittee  and 

carried  out : — 

(a) 

Adaptations  costing  approximately  £106. 

(b) 

Installation  of  an  Immersion  Heater. 

(c) 

Cleaning  and  treating  the  floors. 

(d) 

Hat  and  Coat  Rack. 

(e) 

Hoovermatic  Washing  Machine. 

(f) 

Electric  Drying  Cabinet. 

(g) 

Reconditioned  Gas  Cooker. 

(h) 

Floor  Polisher  and  accessories. 

(i) 

Interior  Decoration. 

(j) 

Fitting  of  Guards  to  Radiators. 

(k) 

Coach  transport. 

(1) 

Boarding  up  of  windows. 

(m) 

Special  Car  Seats  for  babies. 

The  Day  Nursery  closed  at  Ellesmere  Port  on  Friday  even- 
ing the  4th  December  and  re-opened  at  Hooton  Park  Pavilion  on 
Monday  morning  the  14th  December,  the  removal  of  furniture 
and  equipment  taking  place  on  the  8th  December. 

Whilst  the  Day  Nursery  was  at  Ellesmere  Port  it  was  classi- 
fied as  a 50  place  training  Nursery,  but  owing  to  reduced  accom- 
modation at  the  Hooton  Park  Pavilion  it  was  necessary  to  limit 
the  Day  Nursery  to  a .30  place  training  Nursery. 

It  is  understood  that  work  on  the  new  Day  Nursery  in  Elles- 
mere Port  will  commence  early  in  1960  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Nursery  will  occupy  the  new  premises  in  the  same  year. 

The  Day  Nursery  closed  for  the  annual  fortnight’s  holiday 
from  the  27th  July  to  the  10th  August,  and  also  closed  from  the 
24th  to  28th  December  for  the  Christmas  holiday. 

During  the  year  seven  of  the  Nursing  Staff  resigned  (Deputy 
Matron,  StafE  Nursery  Nurse,  and  five  Nursery  Assistants),  and 
suitable  replacements  were  made. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  36  children  on  the  register, 
23  of  whom  were  priority  cases. 

Costs 

A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Day  Nursery 
for  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1959,  was  received  from 
the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  during  the 
year  was  as  follows : — 

1957/58:  12/5d.  1958/59:  11 /I  Id. 

Average  cost  throughout  the  County  was:  — 

1957/58:  13/53/d.  1958/59:  13/6d. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Number  of  births  during  the  year  1,533  (including  33  still- 
births) (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 

Transport 

The  cars  of  the  Tattenhall,  Farndon  and  Malpas  District 
Nurses  were  sold  through  the  Measham  Motor  Sales  Organisa- 
tion for  £181.  7s.  6d.,  £110.  2s.  6d.  and  £118.  15s.  7d.  (nett)  respec- 
tively. The  three  District  Nurses  are  now  using  their  own  cars. 

Appointments 

Mrs.  D.  Clarke  commenced  duty  on  the  6th  March  as  District 
Nurse/Midwife,  Tilston,  in  place  of  Miss  Priest  who  retired  on 
the  30th  November,  1958. 

Accommodation 

The  Tilston  District  Nurse’s  house  was  internally  decorated 
at  a cost  of  £106.  19s.  lOd. 

Furnishing  replacements  were  made  at  the  Tarvin  District 
Nurse’s  house  at  a cost  of  £90. 

A Chain  Link  Dividing  Fence  was  provided  at  the  Tattenhall 
District  Nurse’s  house  at  a cost  of  £12.  17s.  6d. 


CONVALESCENCE 

The  sum  of  £155  was  allocated  to  the  Division  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  I960,  for  Convalescent  Treatment. 

Two  cases  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year,  one 
a mother  and  her  baby  for  two  weeks  to  Prestatyn  costing  £25.  4s., 
the  other  an  aged  lady  to  West  Kirby  costing  £7. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Total  fees  paid  for  the  period  1.1.59 — 31.12.59  amounted  to 
£2,154.  7s.  6d. 

Statistics  are,  as  stated  below:  — 


A.  VACCINATION 


(1)  Primary  Vaccination — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children 

(b)  School  Children  .... 

(c)  Adults  


(2)  Re-Vaccination — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children 

(b)  School  Children  .... 

(c)  Adults  


MALES 

656 

FEMALES 

676 

TOTAL 

1332 



106 

95 

201 



56 

59 

115 

Total  .... 

818 

830 

1648 

1 

3 

4 

38 

26 

64 



83 

142 

225 

Total  .... 

122 

171 

293 
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B.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Incomplete — 


(a)  Pre-School  Children  

130 

115 

245 

(b)  School  Children  

8 

2 

10 

Total  .... 

138 

117 

255 

Completed — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

602 

653 

1255 

(b)  School  Children  

52 

53 

105 

Total  .... 

654 

706 

1360 

Re-Immunised — 

All  Children  

279 

314 

593 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

682 

717 

1399 

(b)  School  Children  

47 

45 

92 

Total  .... 

729 

762 

1491 

These  figures  are  not  final  as  records  are  still  being  received 
for  services  performed  during  1959. 

The  fees  paid  to  Doctors  for  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
are  slightly  less  than  double  the  amount  for  the  previous  year 
(1958 — £1,264.  7s.  Od.).  The  reason  for  the  increase  is  that  more 
persons  (mainly  the  16  26  age  group  for  Poliomyelitis  Vaccina- 
tion) went  to  their  own  doctor  for  their  vaccination  than  in  1958. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  scheme  for  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Although  the  Ministry  in  August,  1958, 
extended  the  scheme  to  include  all  persons  born  on  or  after  the 
1st  January,  1933,  very  little  response  came  at  first  from  young 
persons  born  in  the  years  1933  to  1942  and  in  consequence  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  only  479  persons  registered  and 
awaiting  vaccination  and  a further  538  persons  awaiting  their 
second  injection.  However,  on  the  death  of  a notable  young 
footballer  in  the  Spring  of  1959,  applications  from  this  group  of 
young  persons  were  received  in  large  numbers.  This  resulted  in 
a temporary  shortage  of  vaccine,  demand  exceeding  the  supply, 
and  as  a result  some  delay  in  the  vaccination  programme  occurred. 
Supplies  of  vaccine  were  expedited  by  the  Ministry  and  by  the 
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end  of  July  nearly  all  those  who  had  applied  for  registration  had 
received  two  injections.  In  addition  to  the  new  registrations, 
there  were  also  large  numbers  of  persons  who  had  had  two  injec- 
tions in  1958  and  were  eligible  for  a third  injection.  An  intensive 
programme  of  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  carried  out  during 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  all  those  persons  who  were  eligible 
and  available  received  their  appropriate  vaccination. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  carried  out  at  the  various  clinics 
in  the  area,  at  Factories,  Offices  and  by  General  Practitioners  in 
their  Surgeries  and  at  their  patients’  homes.  I am  indeed  grateful 
to  the  Factory  Doctors  and  General  Practitioners  for  the  invalu- 
able assistance  in  this  scheme. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  vaccination  carried  out 
during  the  year:  — 

No.  of  children  given  1st  injection  only  119 

No.  of  children  given  2nd  injection  (having  had  1st 

injection  the  previous  year)  454 

No.  of  children  given  1st  and  2nd  injection  2988 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  given  1st  injection  only  ....  24 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  given  2nd  injection  (having 


had  1st  injection  the  previous  year)  37 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  given  1st  and  2nd  injection  436 
No.  of  young  persons  (16 — 26)  given  1st  injection  ....  21 

No.  of  young  persons  (16 — 26)  given  2nd  injection 

(having  had  1st  injection  the  previous  year)  30 

No.  of  young  persons  (16 — 26)  given  1st  and  2nd 
injection  3292 

No.  of  ALL  groups  given  3rd  injection  7073 

No.  of  ALL  groups  awaiting  vaccination  on  31st  Dec- 
ember, 1959  245 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

The  scheme  for  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  school  children 
aged  13  and  above  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out:  — 

No.  of  Consent  forms  issued  740 

No.  of  children  for  whom  Consent  forms  were  re- 
turned   61 1 

No.  of  children  tested  by  Mantoux  Test  551 

No.  of  children  vaccinated  with  B.C.G 440 

No.  of  children- with  a positive  reading  at  8 weeks  ....  359 

No.  of  children  positive  to  12  months  follow  up 

Mantoux  Test  527 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED,  1959 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  total  mileage  performed  by  the  vehicles  of  the  Divisional 
Ambulance  Service  was  7,000  miles  lower  than  the  previous  year 
(1959 — 142,037,  1958 — 149,222).  The  number  of  patients  transported 
showed  a decrease  of  200  over  the  previous  year  (1959 — 16,023, 
1958—16,214). 

The  mileage  of  the  Agency  Service,  Chester  City  Ambulance 
Service,  was  also  lower  than  the  previous  year  (1959 — 15,766,  1958 
— 18,186)  and  a decrease  in  the  number  of  patients  carried  (1959 — 
2,606,  1958—3,494). 

Two  of  the  Ambulance  Vehicles  were  replaced  during  the 
year.  Bedford  Ambulance  OMB.307  was  replaced  by  a new  Bed- 
ford Ambulance,  and  Morris  Dual  Purpose  Vehicle  RMA.598  w'as 
replaced  by  a new  Bedford  Dual  Purpose  Vehicle.  The  Bedford 
Ambulance  OMB.307  was  retained  as  a relief  vehicle,  and  Mortis 
Dual  Purpose  Vehicle  was  sold  through  the  Measham  Motor  Sales 
Organisation  for  £90.  12s.  6d. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  all  vehicles  were  fitted  out  with 
Radio,  and  in  December  Radio  Control  of  all  Ambulances 
operated  from  the  County  Control  Headquarters  in  Chester,  and 
appears  to  be  working  smoothly  and  satisfactorily. 

Two  members  of  the  Ambulance  StafE  resigned  during  the 
year,  and  two  other  members  were  promoted  to  the  Control  Head- 
quarters. Suitable  replacements  have  now  been  made. 

The  Ambulance  Supervisor,  Mr.  E.  Clapperton,  was  due  to 
retire  from  the  service  of  the  County  Council  on  attaining  the 
age  of  65  on  the  22nd  September,  1959.  The  Committee  recom- 
mended that  his  services  be  extended  to  the  31st  March,  1960. 
This  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  tbe  County  Health  Com- 
mittee and  the  County  Finance  and  Staffing  Committee. 

The  Ambulance  Depot  was  internally  and  externally  re- 
decorated during  the  year  at  a cost  of  £257.  15s.  Od.,  and  the  cycle 
shed  at  the  rear  of  the  Ambulance  Depot  was  suitably  enclosed 
at  a cost  of  £28.  10s.  Od. 

Twelve  members  of  the  Ambulance  Service  received  awards 
from  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  for  Safe 
Driving  during  1958. 


No.  of 

Accident  and 
Emergency 


Directly  Provided- 

No.  of 
Vehicles 

1 

Total  No. 
of 

Journeys 

2 

Total  No. 
Patients 
carried 

3 

Journeys 
included  in 
Column  3 

4 

Total 

Mileage 

S 

Ambulances  .... 

....  *4 

2,264 

6,369 

736 

53,566 

Cars  

....  *4 

2,364 

9,654 

172 

88,471 
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B.  By  Agency — 

Ambulances  5 2,606  2,606  320  15,766 

Cars  — — — 

(Chester  City  Amb.) 

C.  Supplementary — 

Ambulances  — — — — 

W.V.S.  Taxi.  Cars  — 195  214  — 4,004 

•Includes  one  used  for  relief  purposes  in  this  and  other  Divi- 
sions when  vehicles  are  off  the  road  for  repair. 

A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1959,  was  received  from 
the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  cost  per  mile  was  2/4^d.  per 
mile.  The  average  cost  throughout  the  County  was  2/7^d.  per 
mile. 

The  personnel  establishment  of  the  Ambulance  Service  is  as 
follows : — 

1 Supervisor. 

1 Senior  Driver. 

13  Driver  Attendants. 

1 Driver  Mechanic. 

1 Female  Cleaner  (part-time). 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  demand  for  the  Domestic  Help  Service  again  shows  an 
increase,  154  cases  were  attended  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
19  over  the  previous  year.  Similarly  the  number  of  cases  of  con- 
tinued need  at  the  end  of  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  18  cases 
over  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  the  persons  requiring 
domestic  help  are  aged  persons  who  by  reason  of  their  age,  in- 
firmity, or  ill-health  require  a little  assistance  each  day,  or  in 
some  cases,  twice  or  three  times  per  week.  The  number  of  hours 
supplied  varies  in  accordance  with  the  need  of  each  case.  In 
many  cases  the  need  for  domestic  help  is  a permanent  one,  gener- 
ally for  the  remainder  of  the  patient’s  life.  In  other  cases  the 
need  is  a temporary  one  ; the  patient  waiting  to  be  admitted  to 
hospital  or  to  one  of  the  County  Council  Residential  Homes  for 
the  aged. 

The  department  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Hos- 
pitals and  the  County  Welfare  Department  in  this  connection 
and,  whenever  possible,  everything  is  done  to  assist  the  aged, 
infirm,  and  those  in  ill-health.  Every  ffort  is  made  in  conjunction 
with  the  Health  Visitors,  to  keep  the  costs  down  to  a minimum 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  of  continued  need 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

3 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  8 years 


1 


4 

3 


7 

4 

9 

11 

40 


If 


6 
5 
4 

3/. 

3 

2/. 

2 

]/. 

1 

less  than  1 year 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 


the  year : — 

A.  Number  of  new  applicants  148 

(of  these  47  were  cancelled) 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.59  69 

C.  Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  154 

D.  Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.59  ....  84 


32  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
during  the  year. 

4 cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases. 

In  3 Future  Recovery  cases  collection  was  deferred. 

In  2 Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 

In  19  cases  the  debt  was  cancelled. 

In  3 cases  the  assessment  was  reduced. 

In  I case  the  engagement  of  a relative  was  approved. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


A.  Number  of  cases  investigated  in  Division:  — 

(1)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.  4 completed  36 

(Primary  Investigation) 

(b)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.  22  completed  331 

(Follow-up  visits) 

(c)  No.  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found  to 
have : — 

(a)  Removed  from  area  1 1 

(b)  Recovered  7 

(c)  Died  6 

(d)  Non-Tuberculous  2 
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(2)  Other  than  Tuberculosis — 

All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by  Health 
Visitors  until  admission  is  effected. 

B.  Nursing  Equipment 

280  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance 
with  the  need,  in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months 
which  can  be  extended  if  required.  There  is  a deposit  of  2/6d. 
or  10/-  on  each  article  (depending  on  the  nature  of  the  article) 
and  in  some  cases  (wheel-chair,  commode,  bed,  mattress)  a weekly 
rental  is  charged.  Persons  who  are  in  receipt  of  National  Assist- 
ance are  not  required  to  pay  a deposit  or  rental.  During  the  year 
the  income  from  Rentals  was  £70.  13s.  Od. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Ellesmere  Port,  and  the  following  is  an  inventory  of  the 
various  items  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre  (many  of  the  items 
listed  are  out  on  loan):  — 


Invalid  wheel-chairs  

14 

Urinals  

18 

Water /Air  beds  

2 

Air  rings  

8 

Dunlopillo  mattresses 

2 

Sputum  mugs  

2 

Pillows  

3 

Sputum  flasks  

12 

Sheets,  single  

18 

Breast  pumps  

3 

Sheets,  draw  

17 

Commodes  

6 

Sheets,  rubber  

23 

Crutches  (pairs)  

3 

Bed  pulley  

2 

3-legged  walking  sticks  .... 

3 

Bed  cages  

3 

Plastic  bags  

6 

Back  rests  

11 

Linen  bags  

6 

Bed  pans,  various  

28 

K.D.  receivers  

2 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm 

1 

Walking  sticks  

4 

In  addition  the  District  Nurse/Midwives  each  have  a small 
stock  of  the  smaller  items — bedpans,  urinals,  rubber  sheets,  etc. 


C.  Handicapped  Persons 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  83  cases  on  the  handi- 
capped persons’  register,  many  of  whom  were  in  regular  employ- 
ment. All  cases  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  during 
the  year,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  where  the  person  was  not 
in  regular  employment  the  services  of  the  County  Council  were 
not  required. 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  placed  in  employment  (Disabled  Persons’ 
Act)— Nil. 

D.  Foul  Washing  Service 

Four  persons  required  the  use  of  this  Service  during  the  year. 
The  scheme  provides  sheets  (single  and  draw)  for  patients  who 
are  incontinent  and  are  being  nursed  at  home.  The  fouled  laundry 
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is  collected  twice  weekly  by  the  Ambulance  Service  and  taken  to 
the  hospital  (Clatterbridge  or  Chester  City)  for  laundering.  A 
charge  is  made  for  the  service  in  accordance  with  the  income  of 
the  household. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

In  October  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a Chiropody  Ser- 
vice was  introduced  by  the  County  Council.  The  service  is  avail- 
able to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years,  physically  handicapped 
persons  and  expectant  mothers  recommended  for  such  treatment 
by  their  family  doctor  or  district  nurse.  Persons  who  receive  any 
National  Assistance  benefit,  or  where  sole  income  is  National 
retirement  pension,  are  eligible  for  free  treatment  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  scheme.  Persons  in  receipt  of  income  from  other 
sources  may  have  to  pay  towards  the  cost  of  treatment,  depending 
on  the  amount  of  the  additional  income. 

The  persons  are  allowed  to  choose  from  a list  of  recognised 
Chiropodists,  the  Chiropodist  they  wish  to  attend  for  treatment. 
In  some  cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the  Chiropodist’s 
Surgery,  the  Chiropodist  can  visit  the  patient  at  his/her  home. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  applications  received  and  w'ork 


carried  out  during  the  months  of  October  to  December:  — 

Applications  received  216 

Applications  granted  free  treatment  159 

Applications  granted  half  cost  treatment  4 

Applications  awaiting  completion  43 


ESTIMATES,  1960/61 

Estimates  for  the  year  1960/61  were  submitted,  and  following 
is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County  Health 
Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block  estimates:  — 


Expenditure  £ 

Welfare  Centres  2,965 

Day  Nursery  3,325 

Midwifery  210 

Health  Visiting 40 

Home  Nursing  1,860 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  690 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  2,350 

Ambulance  Service  9,235 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  335 

Domestic  Helps  5,760 

Administration  7,290 

Payment  of  County  Districts  for  Notifications  of 

Infectious  Diseases  250 


£34,310 
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Income 

Sale  of  Welfare  Foods  1,550 

Day  Nurseries  1,800 

Prevention  of  Illness — Nursing  Equipment  30 

Domestic  Help  Contributions  from  Patients  1,060 


£4,440 
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